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Introduction

• F’SATI at TUT runs a Joint-Doctorate programme in 

collaboration with two French Universities.

• The French South African Institute of Technology 

(F’SATI) is a Graduate School that was jointly 

developed by France and South Africa. 



Evolution of 
the Institute 

• F’SATI at TUT has evolved over 20 years.

• Shift in focus from Undergraduate programmes 

to Postgraduate programmes.

• Greater emphasis on Collaborative programmes.



Main 
Stimulants

• Commitment from various stakeholders (CCI, French 
Ministries, NRF, DST, SA and French Universities)

• Collaborative Academic partners in France (UPEC, 
UVSQ, ESIEE)

• Presence of full-time / semi-full-time French Professors 
in South Africa.



Collaborative 
Programmes 

• French MSc accredited by the CGE in France 
(since 2008);

• Joint Doctorate in collaboration with academic 
partners in France (since 2010).



The F’SATI Model

University of 
Technologies

French Partners

MEng/MSc

DEng/PhD

http://www.univ-paris-est.fr/fr/
http://www.univ-paris-est.fr/fr/


Evolution of Partners

• Formalisation of Relationships 

• Evolution of existing partners



Some Points 
to Consider...

• Internationalisation strategies should be a tool in 

increasing the quality in doctoral education and in 

developing institutional research capacity1.

• International doctoral students offer a “cost-

effective” way for institutions to build international 

links2.



Some Points 
to Consider…

• As a result of the expansion of communication methods and 
the ease of international travel, academics and researchers 
are finding it easier to collaborate with foreign counterparts.

• The ability to scrutinize, debate and share experiences is 
essential for academic and scientific accomplishment.

• Such partnerships have contributed to academic and scientific 
progress3.



Capacity 
Development

• Since inception, a total of 17 Co-tutelle Doctorates completed.

• Total of 8 TUT staff members completed Co-tutelle Doctorates.

• 2  TUT staff members currently registered on Co-Tutelle.

• 2 graduated Co-tutelle Doctorates are academic staff members in 
Africa.

• 7 based in Industry (SA, France, China, Nigeria)



Development of 
Next Generation 
Researchers

• Out of the completed Co-tutelle Doctorates, a 
number of Next Generation Researchers have been 
developed.

• Next Generation Researchers involved in 
supervision of their first Doctorates.

• Research being conducted with Laboratories where 
links were established during Co-tutelle Doctorate.



• The Co-tutelle Doctorates at TUT emanated from 
Collaborations between TUT and the following 
Laboratories:

• LISV at UVSQ

• LISSI at UPEC

Development of 
Joint Research 
Teams









Maturing of Research 
Niche Areas



Maturing of Research Niche Areas



Faculty of Engineering & the Built Environment

French South African Institute of Technology

• During 2018 two prototype designs were 
finalised.

• A Robotic Rollator was presented as an 
innovative approach for gait rehabilitation 
practices at the Gauteng Acceleration Program 
(GAP) hosted by the Innovation Hub.

• The innovation won second price in the GAP 
Medical Division.



Challenges…
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Challenges…

• Selection of students, level of students, language...

• Funding (funding for stay in France (for non-SA), mobility, 
Defenses…)

• Duration to stay in France, PT vs FT students…

• Agreeing on completion requirements (FEBE requires 2 accredited 
journal publications), format of Defense (Oral Defense + Jury in 
French System…)



Process Followed at F’SATI

Doctoral Studies

•Student registers at 
TUT/CPUT according 
to South African 
Requirements.

•Potential Joint-
Doctorate candidates 
identified, topic 
negotiated with 
French Partner

Joint-Doctorate 
Formation

•Draft Agreement on 
“cotutelle” of 
Doctoral Thesis

•Agreement on

•Administrative 
arrangements 
(duration, 
registrations, tuition 
fees, social 
security/financing)

•Modalities of 
Doctoral Training 
(supervisors, 
doctoral training 
programme, thesis 
defense, awarding of 
the degree)

Conduct Research

•Research Thesis done 
with the joint-
supervision of South 
African and French 
Supervisors

•Mobility of between 
1-3 months per 
academic year per 
doctoral candidate.

Finalization of 
Doctoral Thesis

•Preparation of 
finalization of 
Doctoral Thesis 
according to both 
South African and 
French requirements

•Oral Defense with a 
Doctoral Jury 
(comprising of equal 
South African and 
French members)

Completion 
of Doctorate

Award of French PhD, 
South African 

Doctorate, Graduation 
in South African 

System



Students in France…
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Thank You!!


