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‘ Abstract ‘

The dense traffic of refugees worldwide is a source and cause of an unexpected increase in figures of
enrollment of students at higher education institutions. The enrollment of refugee students often
presents a challenge relative to their status and their identity. The research aim is to explore challenges
faced by African refugee students in a selected South African higher education. It will answer the
guestion of what challenges faced these students. The research outcome may add debates on refugee's

higher education in the global south.
Introduction and

Rationale of the study
Background

There is a need to conduct this
research to establish
epistemologies about refugee
access in higher education and
create or inform perceptions that
society has on refugee students in a
higher education. The available

Aims, Objectives and Research

There has been an increase in refugee Questions

numbers globally. There is a wealthy of
research on refugees globally. Fewer have
focused on African refugees in higher
education in the context of South Africa. A
large volume of research on refugee was

The aim of this research is to
explore the challenges faced by
African refugee students’ in
accessing resources the Western
Cape, South Africa.

done in Global North . None of the research
has focused on identity and access to
resources by African refugees students in
higher education in the south African
context.

research on refugee in higher
education has not focused on
access to resources by African
refugee students in South Africa,
Western Cape.

Research objectives :To find out
what resources are available for
African refugees students and how
they may be helped

Significance of the study

It will add into refugee debates in higher
education, Inform institutions, policymakers, and
funders to devise appropriate policies. The
research outcome will be published .

Main research question is
What are the challenges African refugees students’ face in accessing
resources in a higher institution of learning

Literature Review

The literature shows that trends on refugees higher education has began to mushroom in recent years and time. There is a
growing debate on refugees in higher education institutions from 2010 on wards than before 2010. The literature shows that
most of refugee research was conducted in the Global North. Hence, this research will be conducted in the global south on the

domain of African refugees. There is a significant research gap between the global North and the Global South on refugee
matters.

Research on Refugee students

Access to resources

Previous research show that
Refugee students globally face
various challenges in different
contexts.

Sometimes their identity affects
their wellbeing in various settings
(social, residential, belonging)
There are assumptions of poor
epistemical access and praxis
around refugee students in higher
education.

Equity and access

I Global South
[ ]Global North

African Refugee Student &
Identity puzzle

Refugee identity is complexity in
the context of higher education
There is large volume of refugees
in south Africa and few in higher
education

Theoretical framework
The theoretical entry pint that underpins this
research is Critical theories

Research paradigm & Methodology used in the reviewed papers/literature Current research

This research is a
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